
 

 

 
SIIA CODiE AWARDS 2022 Judging Criteria 
 

Program Name: Amira Learning 
Category: Best Virtual Learning Solution 
What problem does Amira solve? Amira accelerates reading mastery for all students in 
Grades K-5 with anywhere, anytime 1:1 reading tutoring – you only need an internet connection 
and a tablet or laptop. Making individual tutoring scalable, Amira maximizes the number of 
students who can receive personal attention.  
What makes Amira unique and how does it excel against the competition?  
• Amira adapts to support pre-readers, early readers, and fluent readers. 
• Amira is the first program to deliver powerful tutoring powered by 35+ precise  

micro-interventions rooted in the Science of Reading. 
• Amira has strong ESSA evidence of improving student achievement. 
• Amira is as effective as time spent with a human tutor and even more effective for  

English Learners.  
• Amira offers a valid and reliable dyslexia screener. 
• Amira is available in English or Spanish.  

 
Accessibility 
Does this product provide 
accessibility to users with 
diverse needs? 
 

Amira Learning supports all students on their path to reading 
proficiency, from anywhere. While a student reads, Amira recognizes 
the subtleties of various dialects, speech deficits, and accents to 
deliver results free of bias. Studies have demonstrated that English 
learners who used Amira Learning made significant gains in reading 
scores and outgained students in the control conditions. Amira 
Learning’s success with English learners is grounded in a set of 
accommodations and adjustments specifically aimed at the special 
needs and challenges of these students. 
 
Amira requires no keyboarding skills, so students can focus solely on 
reading to Amira.  
 

Assessment 
To what extent are the 
assessment tools useful and 
functional for the user? Do the 
assessments maximize 
interactivity and engagement 
via text, audio and/or video? 
 

Amira’s Oral Reading Fluency Assessment uses cutting-edge speech 
recognition that removes subjective errors, judgments, and testing 
biases. The effective and efficient Dyslexia Screener is easy to 
implement and quickly identifies students who may be at risk. 
 
Amira:  

• Listens to and assesses a student’s reading. 
• Automatically generates a running record. 
• Provides teachers with actionable insights. 
• Saves teachers’ time—Amira’s assessment can be 

administered quickly to multiple students at the same time, 
providing the teacher with time to focus on instruction. 



• Increases students’ comfort during assessments—Amira guides 
students through the assessment process, reducing reading 
and test-taking anxiety. 

• Maximizes instructional effectiveness—Using verbal commands, 
teachers can share automated reports of student results with 
both peers and parents. 

 
Customization 
Is the solution customizable 
for different types of content 
areas, courses, user needs 
/accessibility and education 
outcomes? 
 

Amira personalizes reading tutoring for each individual student 
through dozens of precise micro-interventions. For students who are 
known to be pre-readers, teachers and administrators can designate 
a student as an Early Reader through the Tracking Report. This helps 
students who struggle with reading from having to take an 
assessment at all. This will place the student at the beginning of the 
Early Reader Skills Scaffold. The Early Reader Skills Scaffold sequence 
of practice activities are heavily scaffolded and research-based to 
enhance student literacy learning and growth.  
 

Feature Set 
Does the feature set 
incorporated within this 
product appropriately meet 
the needs of the users? 
 

Amira’s foundations form the basis of 100’s of user tests and validity. 
Amira’s foundations, in conjunction with UTHealth, the University of 
Houston, and the McGovern School of Medicine, and the screener 
have undergone extensive analysis for accuracy and alignment to 
state requirements with over 4,000 students. Amira’s foundations are 
strong and based in validity, reliability and market fit, the Amira team 
prides itself on continual customer engagement and improvement.  
Regular customer feedback and market analysis ensure that we are 
consistently delivering and building to enhance the customer 
experience.   
 

Feedback 
Do learners with diverse 
learning styles and abilities 
receive appropriate feedback 
and reinforcement in the 
process of building their skills 
and strategies?  Does the 
platform allow the teacher to 
provide feedback in a variety 
of formats? 
 

Amira works with students at all levels of reading proficiencies. As a 
student works with Amira, a real-time frustration index is maintained, 
based on WCPM and accuracy metrics. When a passage is proving 
too difficult, Amira will suggest an alternative text, where a more 
appropriate level of productive struggle will occur. Amira helps 
struggling students build grit and engagement, while working within 
their ZPD. 
 
Amira’s mastery model ensures a focus on the skills that are likely 
developing now. But, unlike other software, Amira is constantly 
listening to students read. As a student makes errors, Amira can use 
these concrete, observed miscues to reinforce the appropriate skills. 
This constant but targeted scaffolding is especially constructive for 
struggling readers. 
 
Amira puts an emphasis on “science of reading” approaches like 
decoding skills and building phonemic awareness. 
 
Teachers can listen to a student’s recorded session and re-score by 
clicking on the word in question. 
 

Innovation/Creativity 
Does the system incorporate 
recent research on learning, 

Amira, through its partnership with Carnegie Mellon, uses a speech 
recognition library that was specifically built using students. Amira’s 
partnership with Amazon and Google, help to enhance the software’s 



innovative approaches to 
learning, or access to new 
tools with high student 
interest? 
 

ability to detect dialects and accents built into Amira's speech 
recognition libraries. Additionally, because Amira is driven by Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) using machine learning, the more students that use 
Amira, the more the system "learns" how to detect variances in student 
speech including accents and dialects.  

Instructional Design 
Is the instruction and content 
designed to deepen student 
knowledge and skills in the 
targeted areas? 
 

Amira Learning takes a systematic, explicit, and cumulative approach 
to reading instruction. Based on the Simple View of Reading, Amira 
Learning’s multi-threaded learning progression spans the five key 
pillars of early literacy and reading instruction: Phonemic Awareness, 
Phonics, Fluency, Vocabulary, and Comprehension. 
 
Amira Learning obtains frequent assessments of each student’s 
mastery of key skills across the multiple threads that make up each 
strand of literacy and reports the data along with actionable insights 
to help the teacher plan targeted instruction. What 
makes Amira Learning unique is its ability to respond to each student’s 
reading errors in the moment by providing explicit modeling and 
instruction that is tailored to the student’s needs. 
 

Integration 
Does it provide 
straightforward methods for 
bringing in curriculum, third- 
party content, social media 
tools, internal data or 
standards information? Can 
the system be incorporated 
easily with other online 
systems? 
 

Amira Learning is a product that can work with any program, from 
anywhere, and is value-added in the data it provides to inform 
instruction and facilitate early intervention for students at risk for 
dyslexia, which can seriously impede their learning trajectory and 
affect their social-emotional development.  
 
The scores that result from the Oral Reading Fluency assessment - 
including WCPM (Words Correct Per Minute), Lexile, and 
Developmental Reading - can be used to facilitate instruction or 
practice in any program. Amira’s tutoring sessions can also be used 
with any program, HMH or otherwise, as a tool for making 1:1 tutoring 
scalable.  
 

Platform Flexibility 
Is the solution optimized to be 
used on various platforms and 
deliver various types of 
content? 
 

Amira is made accessible from anywhere with an internet connection 
and accessed through Ed, the HMH Learning Platform. Amira is 
designed specifically for students with minimal keyboarding skills, they 
simply read with Amira, no mouse. Amira can be accessed at home, at 
school with a laptop, desktop or tablet device.   

Reports 
Will the system produce useful 
reports for the organization 
and the user? Are these 
reports customizable and 
indicate trends? Do they 
include recommendations 
along with results? 
 

• The Tracking Report enables at-a-glance management of the 
assessment process. It’s easy to assign Amira’s reading fluency 
assessment and track students’ completion. 

• The Benchmark Report allows teachers to immediately view: 
individual student scores, make whole-class comparisons, and 
view performance against benchmarks in a single report. 

• The Progress Report allows educators to view the performance 
of a student over time. Monitor a student’s improvement and 
click through to review specific assessments and practice 
sessions. The Progress Report also projects current mastery into 
the future 

• The Diagnostic Report provides detailed information about 
individual student skills. Within each skill area, teachers are 
provided with a list of concepts or skills that are “likely 



mastered,” “appropriately challenging,” and “very 
challenging.” Color-coded percentiles are also displayed to 
alert teachers to any areas in which a student may benefit 
from additional resources. Only Amira with HMH Into 
Reading connects reading fluency assessment results 
directly to relevant core content. 

• Amira’s Parent Report provides a snapshot of the status of a 
student in a moment in time. It displays the most current metrics 
to share with parents. This report is printable to facilitate sharing. 

• Amira’s dyslexia screener utilizes rapid automatized naming 
(RAN) and employs multiple techniques found to be reliable 
indicators of brain function associated with dyslexia. In under 11 
minutes, Amira can screen multiple students for dyslexia risk, 
saving teachers valuable time for instruction and planning. 

• Amira provides the first Spanish Screener able to gauge dyslexia 
risk based on a student’s oral reading fluency assessment in 
Spanish. Based on the proven, reliable & valid Tejas Lee 
assessment, Amira delivers a range of reports and analytics on 
each student’s Spanish reading. 

 
 


